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Parish Prayer
James 5:16-18

Introduction:

Prayer in James 5
Personal Prayer (5:13)
Pastoral Prayer (5:14-15)
Parish (congregational) Prayer (5:16-18)
I.  Prerequisite to Congregational Prayer – 5:16a

“Confess your trespasses to one another,”
A. Confession to Each Other 
The meaning of confession - ἐξομολογεῖσθε – “to say the same thing”, “admit that it is sin”
1)  Confess it to God (I John 1:9); 
2)  Confess it to each other, and not to a priest. There is one mediator -- Your High Priest.
· Confession is not a total unburdening

· Confess the sin that has affected that person,

· Confession is not to the general public
· Confession is not to just anyone.
B. Intercession for Each Other

· Forgiveness is implied.
· Intercession is the natural consequence.
· This confession and forgiveness needs to go on continuously to maintain the unity of the body.

II. Purpose of Congregational Prayer – 5:16b

“and pray for one another,”

II Timothy 3:16
“All scripture is God breathed, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,”
A. Holding Each Other Up – Reproof

“to keep from falling”
When we are responsible to and for one another, we sometimes need to reprove to keep a brother or sister from going astray.
B. Helping Each Other Up – Correction

If the reproof doesn’t work, then we need to be used by God in the correction phase. 

Paul’s point is that we must use the Word.

C. Healing Each Other

“that you may be healed”
1. Spiritually

James’ point has been that you can’t have one without the other.

Spiritual is the more important one.

Isaiah 53:5
“But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed.”
2. Physically – the sick man is still in view
The healing of the body follows the healing of the soul. James doesn’t mean, necessarily, instantaneous healing.
The elders pray – the people pray and the healing comes.  He doesn’t say how.

James ends this verse by saying, “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” (5:15c)
Prayer can work wonders. It is spiritually energetic prayer, energized by God, it is not glib, flippant, superficial, perfunctory.

Ever wonder whether you have said the Grace?

Note: it is the prayer of a righteous man. We can’t come before a holy God with unconfessed sin and expect to be heard.

III. The Power of Congregational Prayer – 5:17-18
“Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.”
A. The Person of the Prayer - “Elijah”
1. He is One of Many Possible Examples

He could have used Moses – Numbers 11:1-2

He could have used Samuel – I Samuel 12:15-25

God said, “though Moses or Samuel stood before me, My heart would not be with this people.” (Jeremiah 15:1)
Instead He used Elijah [The 4th O.T. character to be used by James – Abe, Rahab, Job, Elijah].
2. He had Similar Passions

He was a great man second to Moses in the mind of James’ audience. Elijah is referred to 30 times in the N. T. and appeared with Moses on Mount of Transfiguration.

BUT, he was no superman and he was one of us – and like us.
3. He had Similar Problems

He had no fears.
He had an unpopular message.

Ahab called him the “troubler of Israel” (I Kings 18:17-18)
B. The Place of the Prayer

1.  Geographical – Mt. Carmel
2.  Moral – Idolatry worship of false gods with moral degradation
3. Political – Ahab – Israel’s worst king up to this point.
4. Public – He made the first announcement in I Kings 17:1; Second in chapter 18.
C. The Product of the Prayer 
“...he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain…”
1. Don’t Let it Rain – 5:17a
It will not rain for 3 years and 6 months. Then he went off to hide by the brook and be fed on by the ravens, and drink from the brook Cherith. When the brook dried up, he went to a widow in Zeraphath. The meal and oil did not fail while he was there. When 3 1/2 years was up, God sent him back to Ahab.

Then his second announcement,
2. Let it Rain – 5:18
It’s going to rain (I Kings 18:41)
Point: The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous (not super-human) man accomplishes much.
“…and the earth produced its fruit.”
Conclusion:

So what? What difference does it make?

We need to do something about prayer in this church,
· Prayer calendar

· Prayer list

· Saints of the week, in bulletin
· Prayer Meeting                 

